
           
               Our Mission: 
 

               Worship God 
             Grow in Faith 
            Serve with Love  

 
Worship 

We offer two services on Sundays:  
8:15am and 10:45am  

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday Through Friday 9:00am - 12:00 Noon 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor Sarah Lee-Faulkner 

724-863-7350 pastorsarah@htlc.church 
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Pastor John Smaligo, 

Director of Congregational Outreach 

outreach@htlc.church 

 

 

David Emanuelson,  

Organist and Director of Music 

music@htlc.church 

 

Danielle Dally, Office Administrator 

office@htlc.church 

 
Lois Brown, Financial Secretary 

 

Neal Grabiak, Custodian 
 

Bob Scheideman, Treasurer 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church has many growing and changing ministries that 

we offer and share in through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA), the South-Western PA Synod, and the community of Irwin. 

 

Please join us on Sundays and visit our website:  htlc.church 
for a glimpse of who we are and what we do. 

Holy trinity Lutheran church 

WELCOME : 

502 Main Street, Irwin PA 
Church Phone: (724) 863-7350  

Pastor Sarah Lee-Faulkner 
 

Visit us at: htlc.church 

July 26, 2026 
 

Pentecost 9 



 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

Please, a gentle reminder to turn off all cell phones and electronic 
equipment as we worship. 

 

*Congregation, please stand if able.  Responses in Bold. 
 

Introduction to the day 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a 
great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace 
finds us first! 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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In Our Prayers: 
 

Dylan Kunkel                 Terry Zimmerman            Nolan Payne 
Pat Koos                        Wayne Shoaf                   
       

 
 
 

Hospitalized: (Presently or Recently):  
                                        Jackie Noll 
 
                     We lift up in prayer the following 

  Congregation members and their families:  
           Diane Harker                        Joe and Linda Heckert 
           Mike & Angela Henaghan       Danny and Jane Hellmann 
           Joe and Peg Hertzog             Chuck and Mary Jane Henaghan    
 
                              Military Personnel:   
         Brooke Newell      Shannon Dawson        Zachary Zehner          

IT IS OUR JOY TO WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP TODAY 
Your presence brings us strength and joy.  IF YOU ARE A VISITOR, we invite 
you to fill out one of the Welcome Cards found in the pew envelope rack in front 
of you. Please place the completed card in the offering plate as it is passed or in 
the basket in the Welcome Center at the rear of the church.  If you are seeking a 
church home, we invite you to consider the family of Holy Trinity. 

Congregational Offering  July 19,  2026 

2026 budget  
 

Budget Needs 
Weekly 

Last Week’s Offering 

    $392,407.00  $7,772.00 $46.37.00 

 IMPROVEMENT FUND WEEKLY GOAL LAST WEEK’S OFFERING 

$24,000.00 $461.00 $105.00 



 *DISMISSAL  
 Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
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*POST-COMMUNION HYMN 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.  
 
*BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG:      God of Grace and God of Glory  #705    

 

*GATHERING SONG:   Gather Us In   #532 
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*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.    

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of 
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By 
your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life 
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave 
him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, 
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, 
“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my fa-
ther David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in right-
eousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have 
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although 
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 
And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have cho-
sen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to 
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who 
can govern this great people of yours?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do accord-
ing to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; 
no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall 
arise after you.”   The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 
 129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them  
with all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131 I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  
 133 Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 
 SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep 
for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who 
is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up 
for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 
Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, 
who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?  
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COMMUNION   
Hymn During Communion: We Eat the Bread of Teaching  #518 
 

AGNUS DEI 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in His grace.  Amen. 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION       
 

If you are a communing member of another Christian congregation, we invite 
you to commune with us today sharing our faith that with the bread and wine 
we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  Gluten free wafers and white 
grape juice are available, please let the Pastor or Assisting Minister know. 



*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy    
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not   
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the      
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

  
36 As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-
ers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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*GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 The holy gospel according to …..

 
  Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the impli-
cations of this announcement for people’s lives. 

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 
 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 
 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fi-
ne pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 
that he had and bought it. 
 

  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 

the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 

bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the 

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

*PROPER PREFACE Pastor 
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*DIALOGUE 

*OFFERING PRAYER   
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that 
all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with 
us now and forever. Amen. 

51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple 
in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”    
The gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY:  Be Thou My Vision  #793  
 

 

*Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy  
committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as 
deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your 
presence among us. Protect diverse ecosystems, national parks, 
family farms, ranches and wild places.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peo-
ples’ stories with compassion and remind us of your love from which 
we can never be separated. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our healer, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all 
who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and  
uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .)  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all 
else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God who saves, inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who have 
gone before us, so that we may be confident in your assurance of 
mercy.  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, 
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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OFFERING 
 

 

 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE  



 

                          WEEKLY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,     7/26    8:15AM  WORSHIP  

                            10:45AM WORSHIP  

                              

MONDAY,   7/27    FELLOWSHIP HALL RESERVED THROUGHOUT DAY 

 

                           

TUESDAY,   7/28     

                            

WEDNESDAY,  7/29     

      

THURSDAY,  7/30    NOON BIBLE STUDY  

                          

FRIDAY,      7/31     OFFICE CLOSED 

                               

SATURDAY,  8/1      

   

SUNDAY,     8/2       8:15AM  WORSHIP  

                            10:45AM  WORSHIP WITH ASL INTERPRESTER 

        5:30PM  DINNER CHURCH 

HELP WANTED: USHERS 
 

USHER:  

noun: a person who is the keeper of the door and/or directs 

people to their seat 

Verb: to escort or to herald the beginning of something. 

Synonyms: Direct, guide, escort, lead 

 

HOLY TRINITY WANTS YOU!  Over the next 3 months HTLC 

plans to increase the number of Ushers for worship services.  

Please consider joining the ranks by praying and thinking 

about what being an Usher means to you. Watch for additional 

information and sign-up sheets. 

 

Our Goal:  Develop a working list of Ushers schedule ushers in 

the same manner other Worship Assistants are scheduled.  

 

There will be a training session scheduled in early fall.  

Please find the new Daily Devotion for  

July, August, & September:  

The Word In Season on the table in the Narthex. 

 

Welcome Members and Visitors today!  

 Bible Studies…..   
 

Bible 101…..will meet in person on August 6
th 

at 6:00pm.  

In between the in person study, Bible 101 will be on 

Facebook Live on Wednesdays and then put on You Tube 

later in the week.  

Bible 101 will explore: what is the Bible, how is the Bible 

put together, how can we best read it and  

apply it to our lives.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family  

and friends of  Marie Howell and Wayne Shoaf. 

 Marie passed to life triumphant on July  19, 2026. 

Wayne passed to life triumphant on July 23, 2026. 

Community Meal Monday, August 17th-  

Dinner is served at 6:00.  All Are Welcome! 

There WILL NOT be Monday Night Bible Study  

or Thursday at Noon Bible Study in August.  

Dinner Church– Sunday, August 2
nd

-  

Service at 5:30, Dinner is served at 6:00.   

All Are Welcome! 



Food Pantry  2026 Dates: August 15,  

October 17 (Thanksgiving),  December 12 (Christmas)  

Items needed currently, special requests: 

Pop Tarts           Gummy Fruit Snacks         Boxed raisins/trail mix 

Paper Towels      Toothpaste                      Toothbrush   

 

Items always requested:  

Mac & cheese/pasta   Applesauce      Baked beans      Canned fruit        

Canned tuna                Cereal                 Granola bars      Pasta Sauce      

Oatmeal              Paper Towels      Peanut butter & Jelly    

Potato/rice mix            Pudding Cups     Toilet Paper              

Peanut Butter and Cheese Crackers        Cake/muffin/brownie mix      

Chef Boyardee              Canned Vegetables                    

 

Thanks for the generous donations to date!  If you would like to donate 

money, please mark “food pantry” on an envelope. Food pantry contact: 

Jodi Waugaman at  724-516-9680 or  waugawoman86@comcast.net  

Thank you for your continued support of  

our Food Pantry.  

Monetary donations are always appreciated; however, our 

pantry shelves are becoming quite bare. We are especially in 

need of non-perishable food items at this time. 
 

Please consider donating any of the items listed on our regu-

lar Food Pantry distribution list below.  

Your generosity helps us provide food and hope to  

families in our community. Thank you for your support!  

Mark your Calendar for the  

Annual Church Picnic and Outdoor Service … 

At the Wendel Club - Sunday, Sept. 13
th

 at 10:45 

ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP 

                                            8:15                            10:45 
 

Assisting Ministers        Chris Karpinsky           Joe Thomas  

 

Communion                  Charles Willson              Mike Stark 

  Assistants                       Julie Kuhn               Diane Kowalski 

 

Lectors                             Jerry Kuhn         Michele Klingensmith 

   

Acolytes                     Jaden Brittingham              OPEN 

                                              

Greeters                                                            Susan Kramer 

          Marcia Kramer            

 

Livestream                                                          Bob Cessna                                               

Altar 
 

Guild 

Holy Trinity now accepts  

donations thru Venmo     

@HolyTrinityLutheranInIrwin 

Office Hours …. 

The Office will be open Monday through Thursday  

and closed on Fridays through Sept. 4th. 

 

Set-up Saturday,  July 25 

 

Cindy McCune, Mauritta Moyer, Donna Reyes 

 

Sun., July 26 

 

 

8:15 

 

Cindy McCune, Mauritta Moyer, Donna Reyes 

10:45 

 

Sandy Tomko, Diane Kowalski, & Cookie Nee 

 

Set-up Saturday,  Aug1 

 

Andrea & Brian Smith 

 

Sun., August 2 

 

 

8:15 

 

Rochelle  Belak 

10:45 

 

Andrea & Brian Smith 

mailto:waugawoman86@comast.net


 
Worship Plan for Sunday, July 26, 2026  
Lectionary 17 
Proper 12 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Two 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 
 
Introduction to the day 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel 
Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering 
home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as 
we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Pastor 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Pastor 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
*GATHERING SONG: Gather Us In  #532 



 



*GREETING Pastor 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY Pastor 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.    
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he 
asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 
said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked 
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am 
only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people 
so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, 
therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 
between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or 
riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. 
Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 
before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 
 129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131 I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  



 133 Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 
 
 SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity 
of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even 
death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 
27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of 
us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the 
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 
 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 The holy gospel according to …..

 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of 
heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this 
announcement for people’s lives. 

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 
 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 
 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 
 
 



 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of 
his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

 
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY  Be Thou My Vision   #793 



 

*Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Assisting Minister  
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, 
those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and 
all who seek to lead your disciples. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your 
presence among us. Protect diverse ecosystems, national parks, family 
farms, ranches and wild places. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories 
with compassion and remind us of your love from which we can never be 
separated. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our healer, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live 
with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty.  
(We pray especially for . . .) God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that 
distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God who saves, inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who have gone 
before us, so that we may be confident in your assurance of mercy.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Pastor  
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast 
all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 



*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER  Assisting Minister 
Let us pray. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation 
can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever. Amen. 



*DIALOGUE Pastor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PREFACE  
 



 
 

 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 
 
 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE Pastor 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
  
*LORD’S PRAYER Pastor  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor 
Heaven has come near.   Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 



COMMUNION 
    Hymn During Communion: We Eat the Bread of Teaching   #518 
 
*COMMUNION BLESSING Pastor  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. Amen. 
 
 
*SONG AFTER COMMUNION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.  
 
*BLESSING Pastor 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG:   God of Grace and God of Glory  #705 

 



 



 *DISMISSAL Assisting Minister 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
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